[Four cases of advanced colorectal cancer successfully treated with irinotecan plus 5-fluorouracil and l-leucovorin combination chemotherapy].
We successfully treated four advanced colorectal cancers with irinotecan (CPT-11) plus 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) and l-leucovorin (l-LV) combination chemotherapy. We diagnosed moderately-differentiated adenocarcinoma of the colon in two patients and of the rectum in two patients. We recognized lymph node metastases in one patient and liver metastases in three patients at the time of operation. After excision for a lesion of the colon or the rectum, all patients underwent a 2-week chemotherapy regimen (CPT-11 100 mg/m2/week + 5-FU 500 mg/m2/week + l-LV 10 mg/m2/week). The effect was PR in all patients. The progressive free survival time was 9.5 months and survival time ranged 5-18 months. Grade 3 diarrhea and leukopenia were seen in one patient. All other adverse reactions were mild (grade 1 or 2). CPT-11/5-FU/l-LV combination chemotherapy appears to be effective for advanced and metastatic colorectal cancer.